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Figure 4 Transfer damage does not always 
damage the shell; this shows a late dead 
embryo where rough handling has caused 
bleeding, and the blood has then clotted.

Figure 3 Damage caused by a ridge  
or bar on the handling equipment.

Figure 2 Impact damage.

Figure 1 Impact damage to egg shells during 
transfer. Impact was to the side of the egg, and the 
embryos were close to full term and slightly dried 
out. The shell membranes are white and papery.

Do you make regular checks 
for transfer damage?
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